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Intent 

 
At Hill Avenue Academy, we see Design and Technology as a way of 
investigating or exploring various ways to make and modify. Our aim is to 
develop creative thinkers who can confidently investigate, design, make and 
evaluate their own and others products. Our school ethos promotes collaborative 
learning and teamwork and we believe that Design and Technology enables our 
children to become autonomous and creative problem-solvers, both as 
individuals and as part of a team. We aim to provide opportunities for children to 
develop ideas and eventually make products and systems that have an intended 
purpose. Through the study of Design and Technology children will combine 
practical skills with an understanding of aesthetic, social and environmental 
issues, as well as functions and industrial practices. We feel it is important for 
children to gain experience in reflection and evaluation so that they can become 
critical thinkers and identify uses and the impact that products can have. Our 
design and technology curriculum is intended to help all children become 
experienced consumers and potential innovators so that they are given the skills 
needed for life.  
 
Our Design Technology curriculum is designed to allow pupils to: 
 
 Achieve the best possible academic standards, whatever their starting 

points or ability  

 Become fully engaged and gain personal development within lessons 

 Access a broad and balanced Design and Technology education that 
allows a high level of personalisation, showcasing their strengths.  

 Develop existing and new interests in products  
 
Our goal is to develop successful learners who enjoy Design and Technology 
which leads to them making rapid and sustained progress and achieve their full 
potential. At Hill Avenue Academy, we encourage confident individuals who are 
able to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives which will lead to responsible citizens 
who can make a positive contribution to society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Implementation 
 

Teaching and learning 
At Hill Avenue Academy, we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in 
Design and Technology lessons so that children experience a range of teaching 
methods that explore various products and their functions. Teaching and learning 
develops the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in design and 
technology by giving them real life experiences to prepare them for their future. 
Teachers provide opportunities for the children to apply their knowledge and 
understanding by enabling them to develop ideas, plan and make products and 
then evaluate them. This is a consistent approach that we feel is necessary for 
building on the key skills taught in the previous year groups and for ensuring 
lesson structure is effective in gaining the best from our pupils. We provide 
learning experiences for our children so they can develop a love of creating 
products that they can see, touch and even taste for themselves. Our teaching 
and learning encourages all children to feel proud of what they have achieved in 
all areas of the Design and Technology strands that we teach including; sewing 
and textiles, modelling and woodwork, cooking and nutrition and construction. 
Within these strands, we ensure the fundamental skills are taught and explored 
so that children can design and develop their ideas, make quality products and 
evaluate the products and their processes. These skills are then assessed by 
teachers.  
 
As a school, we use sketchbooks as Design and Technology portfolios which 
share the teaching and learning experiences and showcase children's journeys 
right from the planning stage where children explore their ideas for different 
products. The portfolios also share the creating and modelling stage where we 
capture the hands on learning that includes; the use of tools and equipment, the 
use of skills such as; measuring, marking, cutting, pinning and joining and the 
finishing techniques used by the children. Our portfolios will then share the 
children’s evaluations and show how they have considered the original design 
criteria, identified what has worked well and suggested further improvements that 
could be made. The portfolios celebrate our children’s progress and offer an 
insight into how their skills have developed over time through the teaching and 
learning of Design and Technology. They form a basis that prepares them for 
secondary school.   
 
Planning 
Design and Technology is a foundation subject outlined in the National 
Curriculum and our school uses the core curriculum aims and programmes of 
study to inform our planning for Design and Technology. We carry out the 
curriculum planning in three phases: long-term, medium-term and short-term. 



The long-term plans for each year group map out the units covered in each term 
to ensure the correct amount of coverage. Our medium-term plans give details of 
each topic for each term and identify the learning intentions and outcomes for the 
children, showing the progression of skills and outline the sequence of lessons.  
 
Teachers plan learning opportunities in Design and Technology so that children 
can build upon their prior learning and have many opportunities to develop their 
skills. We encourage the development of skills, knowledge and understanding 
that help children within early years to make sense of their world and use the 
objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals to inform our planning. This 
learning forms the foundations for later work in Design and Technology. These 
early experiences include asking questions about how things work, investigating 
and using a variety of construction kits, materials, tools and products, developing 
making skills and handling appropriate tools and construction material safely and 
with increasing control. 
 
 
 
Resources 
Our school has a wide range of resources to support the teaching of Design and 
Technology across the school. Within Design and Technology, we provide a 
range of experiences that encourage exploration, observation, problem solving, 
critical thinking and discussion. These learning opportunities can be indoors and 
outdoors so resources are adapted in order to attract the children’s interest and 
curiosity. Teachers plan in advance using medium term plans so that any 
desirable resources needed in order to teach a topic effectively can be ordered 
and organised. Resources are always prepared prior to a lesson to ensure 
availability and are set up ready for the children to access. 
 
As a school, we benefit from having a qualified Art and Design and Technology 
specialist who liaises with staff in order to innovate our curriculum and offer 
guidance on effective learning opportunities within Design and Technology that 
lead to high quality experiences for our children across the school. They help 
with planning, teach lessons, support within lessons and provide workshops 
during our experiential learning weeks in order to develop skills further.  
 
Special Educational Needs / Gifted and Talented Pupils/ Learners of English as 
an additional Language 
At Hill Avenue Academy, we teach Design and Technology to all children, 
whatever their ability. Design and technology forms part of the school curriculum 
policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our 
design and technology teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all 
pupils to make progress. We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and 
responding to each child’s different needs. We enable pupils to have access to 
the full range of learning opportunities within Design and Technology so that all 
children’s needs are met.  



 
For those children with Special Educational Needs, who are EAL or pupil 
premium, the teacher will work alongside the SEND and EAL leaders to set 
specialised targets, which are taught and reviewed regularly to ensure they make 
progress. In Design & Technology teaching staff will develop differentiated 
weekly plans to ensure pupils who are identified as working at a greater depth 
level are challenged through the use of questioning and level of investigations 
that they carry out. Enrichment opportunities are planned for these children that 
involve open ended investigations that link to the Design & Technology learning 
in order to develop their skills further.  
 
Assessment  
Teachers assess children’s work in Design and Technology throughout a lesson, 
identifying the skills that they use and develop and using the bank of evidence 
within their books. Half termly assessments are used to measure progress 
against our building blocks, which identify targets for the children to meet over 
the course of a topic. Assessment against the National Curriculum allows us to 
consider each child’s attainment and progress against expected levels. Phase 
and whole school moderations are used to give an indication of where the 
children are at and to give clear guidance on year group expectations for Design 
and Technology. Teachers then use the bank of evidence to make an annual 
assessment of progress and attainment for each child. 
 
Our assessment system of building blocks will be reviewed by the children and 
staff to reflect on the progress that is being made over time. Through the use of 
our building blocks, we can ensure the fundamental skills such as; designing and 
developing ideas, making quality products and evaluating the products and their 
processes are assessed. Senior leaders will evaluate the progress that has been 
made and the impact the Design and Technology curriculum to ensure all pupils, 
including the most disadvantaged and pupils with SEND, have been given the 
knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life. 
 
 
Monitoring 
The Design and Technology leader will monitor the subject across the whole 
school regularly and give feedback to the senior leaders and teaching staff. This 
monitoring will include; learning walks, book and planning trawls, tracking of 
pupils and data analysis so that the subject lead can gain a clear picture of the 
teaching and learning of Design and Technology across the school. An action 
plan will be devised at the beginning of the school year with intended outcomes 
and given milestones and it will be ongoing throughout the school year and will 
be updated according to the findings of monitoring. They will arrange staff 
meetings to ensure Design and Technology is taught consistently across the 
whole school and to offer CPD for members of staff.  
 
Parents/carers and the wider community 



To ensure that parents and carers are fully involved in the teaching and learning 
of Design and Technology, we invite them into school termly to discuss areas of 
strength and next steps. This gives teachers an opportunity to share the 
children’s portfolios with them and celebrate their learning. Parental 
communication is a key aspect of our school ethos so we encourage parents and 
carers to take part in our ‘working together’ days where many of the learning 
opportunities involve Design and Technology. As a school, we invite people from 
our local community who can contribute towards our learning experiences by 
sharing their own skills and key stage two children take part in projects with local 
secondary schools.  
 
 
Impact 
The impact of our school’s curriculum design will lead to outstanding progress 
over time at all key stages in Design and Technology. The rich and broad 
curriculum and units of work will enable teachers to consistently plan lessons 
progressively, building on prior knowledge and the development of key skills in 
order to deliver lessons of the highest standard and children’s outcomes to be of 
the highest quality. Children will become resilient, self-motivated and 
independent learners who can confidently investigate, design, make and 
evaluate their own and others products. They will have a depth of understanding 
of the changing world and be able to make and modify their own products. 

 
 

Review of policy  
This policy will be reviewed annually by the subject leader, senior leaders and 
the school governance body.  
 

 


